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JAMMU, MARCH 18: Family
members of the missing Seaman from
Jammu Sh Sahil Verma, called on
Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj
Sinha, today at Raj Bhawan.

The Lt Governor assured every pos-
sible support from the administration
to the family to ensure the safe return
of Sahil Verma.

The Seaman hailing from Jammu’s
Ghou Manhasan area went missing
on 27th February from Indian Naval
Ship.

Senior Advocate Sh Abhinav
Sharma was also present.

LG meets family members of missing Seaman

NEW YORK, MARCH
18: In yet another tragic
incident, an Indian stu-
dent died in Boston and
initial investigation has
ruled out any foul play, of-
ficials said on Monday.

“Deeply saddened to
learn about the unfortu-
nate demise of Mr. Abhi-
jeeth Paruchuru, an In-
dian student in Boston,”
the Consulate General of
India in New York said in
a post on X.

Paruchuru's parents are
based in Connecticut and
are in direct touch with de-
tectives. Initial investiga-
tions rule out foul play, the
consulate said.

The consulate said it
“rendered assistance in
documentation and trans-
portation of his mortal re-
mains to India” and it re-
mains in touch with local
authorities as well as the
Indian-American commu-
nity in the matter.

According to sources,
20-year-old Paruchuru's
last rites have already
been performed in his
hometown Tenali in
Andhra Pradesh. US-
based nonprofit organisa-
tion TEAM Aid had helped
to bring his mortal re-
mains to India.

Since the beginning of
2024, there have been at
least half a dozen deaths of
Indian and Indian-origin
students in the US. The
alarming rise in the num-
ber of attacks has caused
concern among the com-

munity.
In March, Amarnath

Ghosh, a 34-year-old
trained classical dancer
from India and a student
of Washington University,
was shot dead in St Louis,
Missouri. Kuchipudi and
Bharatnatyam dancer
Ghosh migrated to the US
from West Bengal last year
“to follow his dancing
dreams”. He was shot sev-
eral times near the border
of St Louis' Academy and
Central West End neigh-
bourhoods. He died on the
spot.

Sameer Kamath, a 23-
year-old Indian-American
student at Purdue Univer-
sity, was found dead in a
nature preserve in Indiana
on February 5.

On February 2, Vivek
Taneja, a 41-year-old In-
dian-origin IT executive,
suffered life-threatening
injuries during an assault
outside a restaurant in

Washington, making it the
seventh death of an Indian
or Indian-American in re-
cent months in the US.

A week before that, Syed
Mazahir Ali, an Indian stu-
dent was attacked by rob-
bers in Chicago.

Earlier, 25-year-old In-
dian student Vivek Saini
was fatally attacked in
Georgia State's Lithonia
city by a homeless drug
addict.

In January, 19-year-old
Shreyas Reddy Beniger, a
student at the Lindner
School of Business in Ohio
State, was found dead.
However, local authorities
had ruled out foul play.

Another Indian student,
identified as Neel Acharya
at Purdue University, In-
diana, was confirmed dead
days after being reported
missing on January 28.

Akul B Dhawan, an 18-
year-old at the University
of Illinois Urbana-Cham-

paign, was found dead last
month with signs of hy-
pothermia.

The series of attacks on
Indians and Indian-origin
persons/students had
prompted the officials of
the Indian Embassy in
Washington and its con-
sulates at various places to
hold a virtual interaction
with Indian students from
across the US, discussing
various aspects of student
well-being and ways to
stay connected with the
larger diaspora.

About 150 Indian Stu-
dent Association office-
bearers and students from
90 US universities partici-
pated in the interaction
led by Charge d'Affaires,
Ambassador Sripriya Ran-
ganathan.

It was also attended by
the Consul Generals of In-
dia in Atlanta, Chicago,
Houston, New York, San
Francisco and Seattle. 

Indian student dies in US, initial 
probe rules out foul play

NEW DELHI,
MARCH 18: The NDA on
Monday finalised its seat-
sharing formula in Bihar
for Lok Sabha elections,
announcing the BJP will
contest 17 constituencies,
the JD(U) 16 and Chirag
Paswan's LJP (Ram Vilas)
five, while rebuffing the
claims of the LJP faction
led by Union minister
Pashupati Kumar Paras.

Two other NDA allies --
Hindustani Awam Morcha
(HAM) and Upendra Kush-
waha-led Rashtriya Lok
Morcha -- will contest one
seat each, Vinod Tawde,
the BJP's in-charge for
elections in Bihar, told a
press conference at the BJP
headquarters here.

This will be the first time
the BJP has got more seats
than Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar-led JD(U) in Bihar,
underscoring the change in
their equations after they
joined hands a few months
back.

Tawde expressed confi-
dence that the National De-

mocratic Alliance will win
all 40 seats in the state. It
had bagged 39 seats in
2019.

"The BJP will contest 17
out of the total 40 seats and
the JD(U) will contest 16.
The Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) will contest
five seats," Tawde told the
presser jointly addressed
by the NDA allies from the
state.

In 2019, both parties had
contested 17 seats each
while the then undivided
Lok Janshakti Party
headed by Ram Vilas
Paswan had fought six. The

BJP and the LJP had won
all of their seats while the
JD(U) had bagged 16.   

Bihar LJP (Ram Vilas)
chief Raju Tiwari said Chi-
rag Paswan would contest
the Hajipur Lok Sabha
seat, which had been given
to the party under the seat-
sharing pact for the 2024
polls.

Paswan's estranged un-
cle Paras represents the
constituency in the outgo-
ing Lok Sabha and had
been pitching his claim
over it.

Bihar BJP chief Samrat
Choudhary said talks are

going on with Paras, who
has already expressed dis-
pleasure with the national
party after it sealed its al-
liance with Paswan a few
days back.

Tawde said the BJP
would contest Paschim
Champaran, Purvi Cham-
paran, Aurangabad, Mad-
hubani, Araria, Darbhanga,
Muzaffarpur, Maharajganj,
Saran, Ujiyarpur, Be-
gusarai, Nawada, Patna,
Patliputra, Arrah, Buxar
and Sasaram.

The JD (U) will field its
candidates from Valmiki-
nagar, Sitamarhi, Jhan-
jharpur, Supaul, Kis-
hanganj, Katihar, Purnia,
Madhepura, Gopalganj,
Siwan, Bhagalpur, Banka,
Munger, Nalanda, Jehan-
abad and Sheohar, he
said.

The LJP (Ram Vilas) will
field its candidates from
Vaishali, Hajipur, Samas-
tipur, Khagaria and Jamui
Lok Sabha seats, Tawde,
who is also BJP national
general secretary, said.

NDA announces Bihar seat-sharing pact:
BJP to contest 17, JD(U) 16, Chirag's LJP 5

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU,  MAR 18

The Department of Phys-
ical Education in collabora-
tion with Women’s Studies
Centre, of the Government
College of Education
(GCoE), IASE organised ‘4
days Martial Art Camp’ for
the female students of the
college.

Principal of the college,
Prof. (Dr.) Seema Naz on
this occasion encouraged
the participating female
students and also high-
lighted the importance of
martial art and self defen-
sive skills especially for
women in day today life.

A total number of 31 fe-
male students of the college
participated in the camp.
The focus was on develop-
ing self-defensive skills, in-
creased confidence and
flexibility, better coordina-

tion, improving mental sta-
mina, improving social
skills, developing self-dis-
cipline and stress relief to
the female participants.

The trainee Azmat Khan
trained the female students
for four consecutive days.
She was assisted by Zahid
Khan, a student of the col-
lege during days of train-

ing. The camp was orga-
nized from 4th to 7th
March, 2024, and the vale-
dictory function of the
camp was held on 16-03-
2024 in the multi-purpose
hall of the college.

On valedictory function,
Principal of the college
Prof. (Dr.) Seema Naz
along with Dr. M Yasin Pir

(convenor sports), Dr.
Nazir Ahmad Bhat, Dr Mo-
hammad Ashraf Wagi, Dr.
Tawheeda Rasool (con-
venor W.S.C), Prof. A.G
Kumar, Dr. Bilal Ahmad
Malla (PTI) and M.S Dal-
jeet Kour Dutta distributed
Trophies and certificates
among the participants and
trainers of the camp. 

GCoE, IASE organises ‘4 days Martial Art
Camp’ for female students of college
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The Urban Forest Divi-
sion, Srinagar, J&K Forest
Department in collabora-
tion with the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA)
Srinagar today organised a
pre-event to the main func-
tion to celebrate the Inter-
national Day of Forests on
March 21st 2024.

On the occasion the de-
partment organized several
events under the theme
‘Forests and Innovation:
New Solutions for a Better
World’.

This dynamic event saw
enthusiastic participation
from various stakeholders
including Officers and offi-
cials of Forest Department,

educators, staff and Parale-
gal Volunteers of DLSA Sri-
nagar, students of several
school and community
members. The students of
Amar Singh College Srina-
gar also participated in the
event.

The event commenced
with Green March rally
kicked-off by Pradeepchan-
dra Wahule, Conservator of
Forests, Srinagar Circle in
presence of Jahangir Ah-
mad Bakshi, Secretary
DLSA Srinagar, Dr. Mehraj
Ahmad Sheikh, DFO Ur-
ban Forestry Division, Sri-
nagar, , Aarif Nazir Assis-
tant Soil Conservation
Officer, Javid Ahmad,
Range Officer, S. Park,
Zulfi Tasneem Deputy
LADC Srinagar, Nazir-be-

Nazir, Chairman National
Society for Protection of
Water Resources, Wetland
and other officers of the Ur-
ban Forest Division Srina-
gar.

The rally, a symbol of
unity and commitment to
environmental conserva-
tion, resonated with the
spirit of the International
Day of Forests.

Following the rally, par-
ticipants converged at Bal
Van, where Pradeepchan-
dra Wahule, CF Srinagar
Circle, spearheaded a plan-
tation drive, underscoring
the vital importance of tree
planting in sustaining our
ecosystems.              

Together with the enthu-
siastic involvement of stu-
dents, officials of Forest

Department and Para Le-
gal Volunteers of DLSA,
Srinagar, the initiative
aimed to foster a culture of
environmental steward-
ship among the youth.

Simultaneously, the vi-
brant energy of creativity
filled the air as students
showcased their artistic tal-
ents in a Painting Competi-
tion centered on the theme
of ‘Forests and Innovation’.
Their compelling artworks
served as poignant re-
minders of the critical role
forests play in driving inno-
vation for a sustainable fu-
ture.

The competition culmi-
nated in a heartfelt felicita-
tion ceremony honoring
the young artists for their
exceptional contributions.

Forest Department organizes pre-event
to celebrate ‘International Day of Forests’
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SVEEP Cell Kulgam in
collaboration with key
stakeholders conducted a
series of Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) ac-
tivities aimed at creating
awareness among young
voters regarding impor-
tance of vote.

In this connection, pro-
grammes were held at vari-
ous places and a mega
SVEEP programme was
carried out at Boys Higher
Secondary School Chawal-
gam, Kulgam.

Nodal officer SVEEP
(ACP, Kulgam), CEO Kul-
gam and other officers and
officials, besides young vot-
ers participated in the
event.

Several engaging activi-
ties were organized
throughout the program to
educate and empower
young individuals about
their role in the electoral
process.

Interactive sessions, in-
formative presentations
and discussions were con-

ducted to enlighten partici-
pants about the importance
of voter registration,
polling procedures and the
significance of exercising
their voting rights.

Nodal officer SVEEP
(ACP Kulgam), Nazia Has-
san highlighted the pivotal

role of youth in shaping the
future of the nation and
urged them to actively par-
ticipate in the democratic
process.

She urged the youngsters
who have attained the age
of 18 to get enrolled to be-
come a voter and to partici-

pate in the electoral
process. Participants ex-
pressed their commitment
to spreading awareness
among their peers and
communities, thus foster-
ing a culture of informed
and responsible citizen-
ship.

SVEEP Cell Kulgam engages Young Voters
through varied Awareness Activities
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The District Election Of-
ficer (DEO) Budgam, Ak-
shay Labroo today re-
viewed the preparations
for the upcoming Lok
Sabha- 2024 elections in
the district.

In this regard, the DEO
chaired a detailed meeting
of officers at Conference
Hall to review prepara-
tions and arrangements for
the smooth conduct of
elections across the dis-
trict.

At the outset, the DEO
called for strict implemen-
tation of Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) and urged
all for strict adherence to
all guidelines of Election
Commission of India.

The DEO emphasized on
providing a level playing
field to all political parties
to ensure free, fair and
smooth conduct of elec-
tions in the district.

Instruction for strict ad-
herence to vulnerability
mapping, timely reporting
on defacement of public

and private properties,
availability of Assured
Minimum Facilities at all
polling booths, deploy-
ment of micro observers,
resource availability and
manpower, logistics,
transport, video surveil-
lance, SVEEP training  and
EVM management in all
areas of the district were
issued.

Instructions for sensiti-
zation of subordinate staff
regarding strict implemen-
tation of Model Code of
Conduct were also given to

all the nodal officers.
DEO directed that FST

and SST teams shall work
in coordinated manner as
per the guidelines of ECI.

The DEO also instructed
on arranging comprehen-
sive training sessions for
all the AROs and nodal offi-
cers regarding MCC and
other ECI guidelines.

The DEO said that a
dedicated district level
control room has been es-
tablished to ensure seam-
less redressal of public
complaints and ensure

smooth conduct of elec-
tions at all polling booths.

SSP Budgam, Al Tahir
Gillani who also spoke on
the occasion, said that all
required arrangements for
free and fearless elections
shall be ensured in the dis-
trict.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by the
ADDC, ADC, ASP, CPO,
Deputy District Election
Officer, all SDMs, all SD-
POs, all Tehsildars, all dis-
trict officers, all SHOs of
the district.

DEO Budgam reviews preparations
for upcoming Lok Sabha elections


